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scmmbhng to limit the damage by ,,hut-
~ting off the carbon that drives the pro-
cess. We would 1 need: wut down our
coal-fired power plants by 2030 to have
a decent chance, but they provide half
of Amenca $ power, and Chma opens a-
new plant every few weeks. ,
I think those forces—a kind of eco-
logical debt far more troubhng than -
the economic debt with which we're
now grappling—will reshap ,
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First, we’re startmg to Tun out of :

the oil that has powered our economy
for 150 years. When the Interna-
_ tional Energy Agency announced last
- November that the rate of producuon
- in our major fields will be declining
seven percent. annually for the fore-

seeable future, it was breathtakmg We :
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ture of the planet about one deg
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so—in other words, a. completely differ-
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sconomy, which is great news for the
snvironment, but it's also good news for
the neighborhood: The average shopper
gt the farmers market has 10 times as
fany conversations as at the supermar-
tet. The hyperindividualism that has

marked postwar American culture, and
left us remarkably unsatisfied, will start
I)brmk down in the face of the new real-

ght now our economy is calibrated

{0 ensure you never need your neighbor
for anything. This will change.
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In general the world will move
toward the local. But given our current
global trouble, we can't turn our back
on international action. At 350.org, for
instance, we're coordinating a last-ditch
global drive to push for a powerful new

econmomies

treaty on carbon emissions later this
year. It's essentially conservative; the sa-
entists tell us that if we want to preserve
a world anything like the one we've
known, 350 parts per million of carbon
dioxide is as much as we can have in the

air. We're already at 387, which is why
the arctic is melting. Which is why we're
in an emergency.

On the other side of emergencies,
things look different. You may survive
the heart attack, but you live differently

from then on. This strange stretch
we're living through isn’t a cold—it's a
stroke. It will have consequences.

Bill McKibben is author of Deepr Economy
and co-founder of 350.0rg.
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